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A fire broke out on 26 February at the ethylene gas separa-
tion unit at Stavrolen in Budennovsk.

15 people suffered a range of injuries and multiple
burns. Four were taken to hospital and the remainder were
treated locally. The fire was put out several hours later.

Production was stopped as a result of the emergency.
The cause and nature of the fire, the scale of the damage
and a plan for the return to production will be determined
after an investigation of the special committee involving
Government supervision authorities.

A criminal investigation has also been launched to as-
sess the violation of health and safety rules at a danger-
ously explosive facility.

Stavrolen (part of LUKOIL) is the second largest HDPE
producer in Russia after Kazanorgsintez and third in PP pro-
duction output after Nizhnekamskneftekhim and Tom-
skneftekhim.

According to Vladimir Kapustin, General Director of 
VNIPIneft, LUKOIL will need about a year to restore produc-
tion at Stavrolen.

Stavrolen previously had an emergency in December
2011 which stopped production as a result. On that occa-
sion, Stavrolen restored PP production by temporariily pur-
chasing raw materials from Karpatneftekhim (part of
LUKOIL) and a number of other Russian producers. The py-
rolysis unit was launched at the end of September. 

Source: Interfax, rupec.ru

BUDENNOVSK: 
ANOTHER FIRE AT
STAVROLEN

POLYPLASTIC Group and BASF have
signed a Strategic Cooperation Agree-
ment on the development of innova-
tive compound stabilisation systems
for the car industry.

The document was signed by Miron
Gorilovskiy, President of POLYPLASTIC
Group and Sergey Andreev, Head of
BASF Representation Office in Russia
and CIS countries.

Both companies plan to actively
participate in the implementation of
joint projects aiming to improve the
quality of POLYPLASTIC products and
compliance with international stan-
dards, and widen the range of com-
pounds available for car industry
projects. BASF will develop and supply

POLYPLASTIC Group’s stabilisation
systems – antioxidants and light sta-
bilisers which protect polymers from
damage caused by temperature, me-
chanical impact, light and other expo-
sure.

“The goal of cooperation is, first of
all, to create a team of managers and
research scientists to develop innova-
tive materials and modern technolo-
gies that comply with advanced car
industry manufacturing and ensure a
responsible approach to the environ-
ment. We have no doubt that the co-
operation of POLYPLASTIC and BASF
can solve the difficult task related to
the stabilisation properties of poly-
mers during operation, and raise the

competitiveness of Russian compos-
ite materials,” said M. Gorilovskiy at
the end of the ceremony.

In response S. Andreev said: “As a
part of the new BASF strategy in Rus-
sia and CIS markets, the company is
intending to expand its presence in the
region through cooperation projects
with its partners. We believe that co-
operation with POLYPLASTIC will fur-
ther enhance their success in the
localisation of compounds production
and support the development of the
car industry in Russia and CIS coun-
tries.” 

The agreement between the com-
panies was signed during the Inter-
plastica 2014 exhibition.
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